MOSLEM SCHISMS AND SECTS

ceptor Hisham, it is like the case of fAsa coming from
'Asiyah,1 " the snake gives birth to naught but a snake."
But if this assertion of his is original, then the student
would have drawn this from his teacher by analogy, for
the teacher rejected the word guardian and guarantor from
among the names of Allah.

148 The third of al-Futi's heresies is his view concerning
phenomena. He held that nothing in them predicates any-
thing about Allah. His companion 'Ubad said the same,
both claiming that the " separation of the sea," and the
" changing of a stick into a snake/' and the " splitting of
the moon," and the " secret of the twilight," and the
" walking on the waters " (see above, page 156) do not
verify the Prophet's claim to prophecy. Al-Futi claims that
the evidences supposed to< come from Allah must be per-
ceptible, just as bodies are perceptible, and are therefore
evidences for Allah. They are phenomena which can. be
known through deductive proofs. But if Allah is to be
made evident by this, these evidences must each have an-
other evidence to prove them, and so> on ad infinitum. It
was objected that if he held to such an evidence, he would
have to say that phenomena do> not prove anything, nor do
they even prove a basis for a legal decision; because if they
proved a thing or a -decision, in proving it they would need
to prove the truth of the evidence used in bringing such
proof and each evidence must have another evidence to
prove it, and so on ad infinitmn. And if phenomena prove
nothing, and give no decision, then the proof of the word
of Allah and the word of the prophet of Allah about that
which is legal and that which is illegal, and that which
is promised and that which is threatened, is abrogated.
Among phenomena, however, are some whose existence

1 Muhammad Badr in -a footnote says that 'Asa is the name of a horse
and 'Asiyah is the mother of that horse.
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